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(54) A cab for a commercial vehicle 

(57) A cab (1 ) for a commercial vehicle, which is pro- 
vided with a driver's seat, a first transverse bunk (5) dis- 
posed behind the driver's seat and substantially at the 
same level as a seat cushion of the driver's seat, an aux- 



iliary seat (7) which is offset in relation to the driver's 
seat and is accommodated above one end of the first 
bunk (5), and a second bunk (9) disposed above the first 
one (5) which can be moved from a raised inoperative 
position into a lowered, horizontal operating position. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a cab for a 
commercial vehicle. 

[0002] The cabs of commercial vehicles, particularly 5 
of heavy goods vehicles for long journeys, are conven- 
tionally provided with two seats side by side, the main 
one of which is for the driver and the other, auxiliary one 
of which is for a passenger. 

[0003] This type of conventional arrangement, which 
results from the practice of using two drivers who drive 
alternately, no longer represents the current situation, 
since the widely used practice in modern commercial 
vehicles is to use one driver only, and, accordingly, one 
front seat only. Since a system such as this makes it 
substantially impossible to transport a possible passen- 
ger, it is known that this disadvantage can be obviated 
by providing an auxiliary seat which is disposed in the 
rear part of the cab and which is offset in relation to the 
front seat for the driver. 

[0004] The adoption of an auxiliary seat such as this 
has created the problem of mounting a bunk, which is 
easily accessible and usable, inside the cab in such a 
way that it does not impede the use of said auxiliary seat. 
[0005] The object of the present invention is to solve 
the aforementioned problem in a simple and economical 
manner. 

[0006] According to the present invention , a cab for a 
commercial vehicle is created which is characterised in 
that it comprises a rear wall, an auxiliary seat which is 
accommodated in a position adjacent to said rear wall, 
and a transverse, movable bunk, which is disposed 
above said auxiliary seat and is adjustable between a 
raised inoperative position in which said movable bunk 
allows said auxiliary seat to be used, and a lowered, hor- 
izontal operating position. 

[0007] According to one preferred embodiment, the 
cab defined above comprises a first and a second trans- 
verse bunk, said first bunk of which is disposed under 
the second; said auxiliary seat comprising a seat cush- 
ion defined by said first bunk, and said second bunk be- 
ing said movable bunk. 

[0008] The invention will now be described with refer- 
ence to the accompanying drawings, which illustrate 
some nonlimiting examples of embodiments thereof, 
and where: 

Figure 1 is a partial perspective view of a preferred 
embodiment of the cab according to the present in- 
vention; 

Figure 2 is a side view, on an enlarged scale and 
shown partly in section, of a detail of Figure 1 ; 
Figure 3 is a cross-section on an enlarged scale 
showing two details of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is similar to Figure 2 and illustrates the de- 
tail shown in Figure 2 in a different operating posi- 
tion; 

Figure 5 is a section, on an enlarged scale, along 



line V-V of Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is a side view, on an enlarged scale and 
shown partly in section, of a variation of a detail of 
Figure 1; and 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a detail of Figure 
6, with some parts removed for clarity. 

[0009] In Figure 1 , a cab of a commercial vehicle, par- 
ticularly of a heavy goods vehicle for long journeys is 
denoted in its entirety by 1 . 

[001 0] The cab essentially comprises two vertical side 
walls 2, only one of which is shown in Figure 1, a sub- 
stantially vertical rear wall 3 which is transverse to the 
two side walls 2, a substantially horizontal roof 4, a front 
driver's seat (which is known and which is not illustrated) 
and a transverse bunk 5 positioned behind said driver's 
seat (not illustrated) between the side walls 2 and along 
the rear wall 3 at a level substantially equal to that of a 
seat cushion (not illustrated) of the driver's seat (not il- 
lustrated). 

[0011] An end portion of the bunk 5 can be used, as 
in the example illustrated, as a seat cushion 6 of an aux- 
iliary seat 7, which comprises a seat back 8 which can 
be removably attached to the portion of the rear wall 3 
which extends above the seat cushion 6. 
[0012] In addition, the cab comprises an auxiliary 
bunk 9 which is disposed between the side walls 2 and 
along the rear wall 3 above the bunk 5 and which es- 
sentially comprises a substantially rectangular frame 
1 0, the top of which is provided with padding and which 
comprises two crosspieces 12 with parallel ends which 
are adjacent to the respective side walls 2. Two longitu- 
dinal pins 13 and 14 protrude externally from each 
crosspiece 12 parallel to the rear wall 3, the pin 13 of 
which is disposed in proximity to a rear end of the re- 
spective crosspiece 1 2 and with the other pin 1 3 defines 
a rear longitudinal axis 1 5 of the auxiliary bunk 9; whilst 
the pin 14 is disposed in proximity to a front end of the 
respective crosspiece 12 and with the other pin 14 de- 
fines a front longitudinal axis 16, which is parallel to the 
rear longitudinal axis 15, of the auxiliary bunk 9. 
[001 3] The auxiliary bunk 9 can be moved between a 
raised inoperative position (illustrated by the unbroken 
lines in Figures 1 and 2), in which the auxiliary bunk 9 
is tilted forwards and upwards so that it provides a pos- 
sible occupant of the auxiliary seat 7 with a space of 
sufficient height, and a lowered, horizontal operating po- 
sition (illustrated by the unbroken lines in Figure 4), in 
which the auxiliary bunk 9 is disposed at a level and at 
distances from the roof 4 and from the bunk 5 so as to 
permit the comfortable, simultaneous use of both the 
bunks 5 and 9, via a series of intermediate positions (il- 
lustrated by the broken lines in Figures 4 and 2) so as 
to facilitate the movement of the auxiliary bunk 9 be- 
tween said two raised and lowered positions. 
[001 4] The movement of the auxiliary bunk 9 between 
the raised and lowered positions is effected with the aid 
of two supporting and guide units 1 7 and 1 8, supporting 
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and guide unit 17 of which comprises two supporting 
and guide plates 19, which are mirror images of each 
other and only one of which is illustrated. The plates 19 
are disposed on opposite sides of the auxiliary bunk 9 
and each of them is substantially situated in a vertical 5 
plane, is substantially anchored in a vertical position to 
the respective side wall 2 and comprises a slot which 
defines a sliding gate 20 for a respective pin 13. Each 
sliding gate 20 comprises two superimposed end parts 
21 which are substantially horizontal (or preferably, as 
in the example illustrated, tilted downwards slightly to- 
wards the rear wall 3) and which define respective ele- 
ments which provide stable support to the respective pin 

13 when the auxiliary bunk 9 is disposed in its raised 
position and in its lowered position, respectively. In ad- 
dition, each sliding gate 20 comprises an intermediate 
portion, which connects the two end parts 21 and 22 to 
each other, is substantially formed in the shape of a V 
and is disposed with its vertex 23 pointing forwards. Said 
intermediate portion comprises an upper arm 24 com- 
municating with the end part 21 and a lower arm 25 com- 
municating with the lower end of the upper arm 24, cor- 
responding to the vertex 23 and to the end part 22. 
[0015] The supporting and guide 18 unit comprises 
two guides 26, only one of which is illustrated, which are 
mirror images of each other, and which are transversely 
engaged in a free-sliding manner by the respective pins 

14 during part of the movement of the auxiliary bunk 9 
between the raised and lowered positions, and they sup- 
port, in a stable position, said pins 14 and part of the 
weight of the auxiliary bunk 9 when the auxiliary bunk 9 
is disposed in its lowered position. Each guide 26 is sub- 
stantially anchored to the respective side wall 2 in a hor- 
izontal position and is coplanar with the respective sup- 
porting and guide plate 19, substantially at the level of 
the respective end part 22. 

[0016] The operation of the auxiliary bunk 9 will now 
be described, starting from a situation in which the aux- 
iliary bunk 9 is disposed, as illustrated in Figure 1 , in its 
raised position with the pins 13 supported in a stable 
manner on the end parts 21 of the respective links 20 
and maintained in said position by two strap coupling 
devices 27 which are attached to the roof 4 and which 
are removably coupled to respective coupling rings 28 
which are fixedly attached to a bottom wall of the frame 
10 of the auxiliary bunk 9. 

[0017] The release of the coupling devices 27 causes 
the auxiliary bunk 9 to rotate downwards about the rear 
longitudinal axis 15 until it reaches an intermediate po- 
sition as illustrated by the broken lines in Figure 2, in 
which the pins 14 are supported on a rear end of the 
respective guides 26. During this movement, during 
which the pins 1 3 are substantially maintained in a fixed 
position on the respective end parts 21 of the respective 
links 20, the descent of the auxiliary bunk 9 toward said 
intermediate position is accompanied by the expendi- 
ture of a relatively slight physical effort by the user from 
the instant when the bulk of the weight of the auxiliary 



bunk 9 is transferred, via the pins 13, on to the support- 
ing and guide unit 17. 

[001 8] At this point, the auxiliary bunk 9, the weight of 
which is now completely supported by the supporting 
and guide units 17 and 18, is pulled forwards to cause 
the pins 13 to come out of the respective end parts 21 
and to slide downwards, by gravity, along the arms 24 
and 25 of the respective links 20, which first cause the 
pins 1 4 to slide from the rear end to a front end of the 
respective guides 26 with the corresponding positioning 
of the auxiliary bunk 9 in a further intermediate position, 
as illustrated by the broken lines in Figure 4, in which 
the pins 13 are disposed corresponding to the respec- 
tive vertexes 23, and secondly cause the pins 1 4 to slide 
from the front end of the guides 26 towards seatings 29 
which are accommodated in an intermediate position on 
the guides 26 and which are engaged by the pins 14 
when the pins 1 3 reach the end parts 22 of the links 20. 
[001 9] With regard to the above statements, it should 
be emphasised that, during the movement of the pins 
13 along the arms 24 and 25 of the respective links 20, 
the auxiliary bunk 9 completes a simple rotation around 
an instantaneous axis, which coincides with the front 
longitudinal axis 16, and moves with the axis 16 along 
the guides 26. 

[0020] Movement of the auxiliary bunk 9 from the low- 
ered position shown in Figure 4 to the raised position 
shown in Figure 1 is effected by repeating the operations 
described above in the reverse order. 
[0021] In the variant which is illustrated in Figures 6 
and 7, each supporting and guide plate 19 comprises a 
recess 31, which is capable of allowing the respective 
pin 13 to be inserted in the sliding gate 20 and which is 
disposed corresponding to the junction between the up- 
per arm 24 and part 21 . The recess 31 is closed by a 
removable closure element 32, which comprises a 
wedge 33 for closing the recess 31 and a plate 34, which 
is integral with the wedge 33, is disposed at the side of 
the wedge 33 and is fixed by two screws 36, to a surface 
35 of the plate 1 9 facing the auxiliary bunk 9. 
[0022] In the variant which is illustrated in Figures 6 
and 7, each supporting and guide plate 1 9 is also pro- 
vided, corresponding to its surface 35, with two brake 
elements, a first of which is defined by the plate 34 and 
a second of which is defined by a protrusion 37 which 
projects from the surface 35 immediately above part 22 
of sliding gate 20. The plate 34 and the protrusion 37 
are capable of cooperating by friction at different times 
with a pin 38 which protrudes from rear end of the cross- 
piece 12 parallel to the pin 13 in order to damp possible 
oscillations of the auxiliary bunk 9 when the auxiliary 
bunk 9 is disposed in its raised position (as illustrated 
by the broken lines in Figure 6) and in its intermediate 
position, respectively, as illustrated by the unbroken 
lines in Figure 6, in which the pin 1 3 is supported on part 
22 of sliding gate 20. 

[0023] In particular, the plate 34 is delimited, on its the 
part facing the rear wall 3, by a concave surface 39 
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which engages by friction with the pin 38 when the aux- 
iliary bunk 9 is disposed in its raised position described 
above, and is shaped so that, in use, part of the down- 
ward rotation of the auxiliary bunk 9 about the axis 15 
is slowed down because of the friction between the pin 
38 and the concave surface 39. In particular, the con- 
cave surface 39 substantially has the shape of a cylin- 
drical sector, the axis of which coincides with the rear 
longitudinal axis 1 5 when the pin 1 3 is supported on part 
21. 

[0024] The protrusion 37 is delimited at the bottom by 
a concave surface 40 which is engaged by the pin 38 
when the auxiliary bunk 9 is in the intermediate position 
described above. In particular, the concave surface 40 
substantially has the shape of a cylindrical sector, the 
axis coincides of which with the rear longitudinal axis 15 
when the pin 1 3 is supported on part 22, in order to slow 
down, in use, part of the downward rotation of the aux- 
iliary bunk 9 about the axis 15. 



Claims 

1. A cab for a commercial vehicle, characterised in 
that it comprises a rear wall (3), an auxiliary seat 
(7) accommodated in a position adjacent to said 
rear wall (3), and a transverse auxiliary bunk (9) 
which is disposed above said auxiliary seat (7) and 
is adjustable between a raised, inoperative position 
in which said auxiliary bunk (9) allows said auxiliary 
seat (7) to be used, and a lowered, horizontal oper- 
ating position. 

2. A cab according to claim 1 , comprising a first and a 
second transverse bunk (5, 9), said first bunk (5) of 
which is disposed under the second (9); said auxil- 
iary seat (7) comprising a seat cushion (6) defined 
by said first bunk (5), and said second bunk (9) be- 
ing said auxiliary bunk (9). 

3. A cab according to claims 1 or 2, wherein the raised 
inoperative position is a position tilted forwards and 
upwards. 

4. A cab according to any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein said auxiliary bunk (9) comprises two lon- 
gitudinal ends (12), and, at each separate longitu- 
dinal end (12), a front longitudinal pin (14) and a 
rear longitudinal pin (13), said pins (13,14) being 
disposed coaxially in pairs in order to define a front 
axis (16) and a rear axis (15) extending longitudi- 
nally along said auxiliary bunk (9); and first support- 
ing and guide means (17) being provided for said 
rear pins (13) and second supporting and guide 
means (18) being provided for said front pins (14) 
to allowsaid auxiliary bunk (9) to be moved between 
said raised and lowered positions by a movement 
comprising a first rotation about said rear axis (15) 



and a second rotation about said front axis (16). 

5. A cab according to claim 4, wherein said first sup- 
porting and guide means (17) comprise two sup- 

s porting and guide devices (1 9) disposed at opposite 

longitudinal ends (12) of said auxiliary bunk (9); 
each of said (1 9) supporting and guide devices (1 9) 
comprising a first and a second supporting element, 
the first supporting element being disposed above 
10 the second in order to support a rear pin (13) in said 
raised position and in said lowered position, respec- 
tively. 

6. A cab according to claim 5, wherein each support- 
15 ing and guide device (19) comprises a sliding gate 

(20) for the respective rear pin; said sliding gate (20) 
connecting said two supporting elements to each 
other. 

20 7. A cab according to claim 6, wherein said sliding gate 
(20) comprises two substantially horizontal end 
parts (21, 22), each of which defines a respective 
supporting element. 

25 8. A cab according to claims 6 or 7, wherein each slid- 
ing gate (20) extends in a substantially vertical 
plane in order to define a sliding course of the rear 
pin between said two supporting elements. 

30 9. A cab according to claim 8, wherein said course is 
substantially V-shaped with its vertex (23) pointing 
forwards and its free end communicating with the 
respective supporting elements. 

35 10. A cab according to any one of claims 5 to 9, wherein 
said second supporting and guide means (1 8) com- 
prises two substantially horizontal guides (26), each 
of which is substantially coplanar with the respec- 
tive supporting and guide means (19), and wherein 
40 each front pin (1 4) is capable of being supported on 
said respective guide (26) and of being moved 
transversely along said guide (26). 

1 1 . A cab according to any one of claims 4 to 1 0, com- 
45 prising a rear wall (3) and two substantially vertical 

side walls (2) and a substantially horizontal roof (4); 
the first and second supporting and guide means 
(1 7) being supported by said side walls (2), and re- 
leasable coupling means (27) being provided to 
so connect said auxiliary bunk (9) at the front to said 
roof (4) when said auxiliary bunk (9) is disposed in 
said raised position. 

1 2. A cab according to any one of claims 6 to 1 1 , where- 
55 jn each of said supporting and guide means (19) 

comprises a recess (31 ) which is capable of permit- 
ting the insertion of said pin (13) in said sliding gate 
(20). 
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1 3. A cab according to claim 12, wherein the supporting 
and guide means (19) comprises a removable clo- 
sure element (32) for said recess (31 ). 

14. A cab according to any one of claims 4 to 13, where- 5 
in said auxiliary bunk (9) can be positioned in an 
intermediate position in which said auxiliary bunk 

(9) is tilted forwards and upwards; said auxiliary 
bunk (9) being adjustable between said intermedi- 
ate and lowered positions by a movement compris- 10 
ing a third rotation about said rear axis (15). 

1 5. A cab according to any one of the preceding claims 
and comprising first braking means (34, 38) for 
damping possible oscillations of said auxiliary bunk 15 
(9) when said auxiliary bunk (9) is disposed in said 
raised position. 

16. A cab according to claims 15 and 4, wherein said 
first braking means (34, 38) are capable of damping 20 
said first rotation by friction. 

17. A cab according to claims 15 or 16, wherein said 
first braking means comprise two brake pivots (38) 
which are disposed at the longitudinal ends of said 25 
auxiliary bunk (9) and two first brake elements (34) 
which are each capable of cooperating with a re- 
spective brake pivot (38) during the execution of 
said first rotation. 

30 

18. A cab according to any one of claims 14 to 1 7 and 
comprising second braking means (37, 38) for 
damping possible oscillations of said auxiliary bunk 
(9) when said auxiliary bunk (9) is disposed in said 
intermediate position. 35 

19. A cab according to claim 18, wherein said second 
braking means (37, 38) are capable of damping said 
third rotation by friction. 

40 

20. A cab according to claims 18 or 19, wherein said 
second braking means comprise two brake pivots 
(38) which are disposed at the longitudinal ends of 
said auxiliary bunk (9), and two second brake ele- 
ments (37) which are integral with said first support- 45 
ing and guide means (17) and which are each ca- 
pable of cooperating with a respective brake pivot 
(38). 
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